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COMMUNITIES Network &

Nature Everywhere Communities Action Challenge
Pledge of Support, Resolutions & Proclamations

For communities working to incorporate nature-based solutions to children’s health and development, the
support of local government officials or school leadership can catalyze coalition building and action. Local
officials have the power to shape community priorities. A pledge of support, resolution or proclamation can
demonstrate a leader's commitment to equitable nature access for children. It can also galvanize
stakeholders and resources around a common vision. Finding ways to align shared community goals with
those of local leaders can facilitate the process of receiving a pledge of support, resolution or proclamation.

LOCAL LEADERSHIP TO ENGAGE

Public Sector Leadership Social Sector Endorsement

e Mayor, City Manager e United Way / Chamber of Commerce /

e School District Superintendent Hospital / Foundation / YMCA president

e City or county executive branch e Pastor of a church with extensive community
agency heads; e.g., Parks, Public outreach / social or youth services
Works, Libraries, Public Health, e Environmental, conservation, or health
Early Childhood nonprofit executive director

e Elected officials; e.g., city council e Prominent businessperson
members, commissions, parks e |Leader of a neighborhood/community-based
council, school board trustees organization

TYPES OF PUBLIC SUPPORT

Pledge of Support
A pledge of support is a written endorsement from a local official, such as the mayor, city manager,
or school superintendent. A pledge of support can signify that local leadership acknowledges the
importance of equitable access to nature for children and agrees to work alongside the community to
support these efforts. This kind of pledge is often informal but can serve as a foundational step in
building trust and momentum for further action.
e Action Challenge Pledge: This pledge of support document outlines a commitment from local
leaders to champion equitable nature access for children by endorsing a community’s
participation in the Nature Everywhere Communities Action Challenge.

Proclamations

A mayoral proclamation is an official declaration issued by a city's mayor to recognize a specific
cause, event or initiative. Proclamations are typically ceremonial and are used to raise awareness,
celebrate community efforts, or draw attention to important issues. A mayoral proclamation can
highlight a community’s commitment to nature equity for children and may designate a special day,
week or month to emphasize the importance of equitable nature access. Proclamations can inspire
community pride and involvement, serving as a catalyst for local engagement and action.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u3tR4PQrH70ZeyKF-ytCqfGmR32OJKNr/view

e Template Mayoral Proclamation: The City of Madison, WI's Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway
officially proclaimed June 1 as Nature Everywhere Day in recognition of Madison’s efforts as
a Nature Everywhere Community working to provide equitable access to nature everywhere
children live, learn and play.

e Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights: On January 26, 2017, Mayor Steve Adler of Austin, TX held
a news conference to announce the Austin, TX COBOR and its support by more than 1,000
residents and key partners. Creating a Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights (COBOR) serves as
an organizing strategy to raise awareness about connecting children to nature.

Resolutions
A resolution is a formal statement adopted by a legislative body—such as a city council, school
board or county commission—expressing a collective decision or intention to support a cause or
initiative. Resolutions, unlike a mostly ceremonial proclamation, can serve as a guiding framework
for local governments, laying out the priorities and goals for an issue without necessarily creating
legally binding obligations. For Action Challenge communities, a resolution can codify a commitment
to enhance children's nature access, offering a public and symbolic gesture of support from the local
government or educational leadership.
e FEuclid. OH Arbor Day Resolution: On April 29, 2022, Mayor Holzheimer Gail and the Council
of the City of Euclid adopted a resolution that recognizes Arbor Day and encourages the
citizens of Euclid to plant, maintain and care for trees.

ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR ENGAGING LOCAL LEADERS

Building relationships with local leadership can create a stronger foundation for community efforts,
increasing the reach and potential for meaningful, systemic change that benefits both children and the
natural world. Leadership engagement complements community engagement by leveraging leaders’
positional power and aligning initiative goals with institutional priorities.

Potential outcomes from engaging leaders:

Develop and deploy high-level public champions or sponsors for systems-level initiatives.
Establish consistent access to persons with policy and budget decision-making authority.
Clearly describe alignment with existing positional priorities and policy.

Add momentum and raise the profile of the nature connection initiative through association.
Enable advice and direction to sustain a systems-level focus.

Place the initiative on a path to sustainability

Ways to engage leaders:

e Articulate how nature connection helps meet a leader’s goals, i.e., strong families, healthy children.

e Understand the importance of connecting children to nature and include it as part of their vision.

e Appoint a staff member to serve on the community team, i.e., the core cross-sector team has
someone from the mayor's or superintendent's office.
Receive regular briefings on the initiative.
Champion changes in policies and resource allocation (staffing + operational and capital costs.)
Serve as a spokesperson for equitable access to nature.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iOLHsOKoHHdRz9LoMw-nKAGBnp0PNJHNayOX_D0iqfk/edit
https://www.cityofmadison.com/mayor/blog/2024-05-31/national-recognition-for-madisons-efforts-to-embrace-nature-everywhere
https://www.childrenandnature.org/nature-everywhere-communities/
https://eadn-wc04-796033.nxedge.io/wp-content/uploads/CCCN_COBOR_whatis_21-1-20_final.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/page/austin-childrens-outdoor-bill-rights
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:9afdca92-57a9-444d-afde-0244f11362f5?viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover

